Investment in State Postsecondary Education

What Do Students Pay? What Do States Pay?
And What Should Each Expect In Return?

Massachusetts

Created by the National Center for Higher Education Management Systems (NCHEMS) with
Support from the National Postsecondary Education Cooperative (NPEC)



Student Investment in Postsecondary Education  [EEEEIECaeS

What Do Massachusetts Students Pay Relative to the U.S. Average? How Much More Do College Graduates Earn in
Massachusetts Relative to High School Graduates?

Net Undergraduate Tuition and Fees* In Massachusetts Compared

to the U.S. Average, by Sector for 2002-03 Difference in Median Annual Earnings Between College Graduates and

High School Graduates in Massachusetts vs. the U.S. and the
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How Do the Earnings for Long-Term Massachusetts Residents
Compare to Those Who Move In From Out-of-State?

What are Massachusetts’s Annual Earnings Relative to the U.S. Average?

Median Annual Earnings for Massachusetts Residents Prior to 1995
Compared to Those Who Moved In from Out-of-State (from 1995 to 2000)
by Degree-Level and Age-Group

Median Annual Earnings (Ages 25 to 64) by Degree-Level and Age
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What Does Massachusetts Invest In Postsecondary Education Is Massachusetts Benefiting from the Migration of College
Relative to the Eligible Population 18 to 44 Years OIld? Graduates?
State Appropriations for Postsecondary Education* Per Resident 18 to 44 with a Recent Annual Degree-Production and Migration Patterns
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produce larger numbers of degrees relative to the eligible populations. For more information regarding the migration
of students see www.higheredinfo.org.
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Note: Net “gain or loss” is the number of in-migrants minus the number of out-migrants


www.higheredinfo.org

Massachusetts

Massachusetts Summary

The majority of Massachusetts students pay less for postsecondary education than the U.S.
average — with the exception of those attending four-year private for-profit institutions.

After attaining their degrees, the increase in earnings (over a high school diploma) for
associate degree-earners is below the U.S. average and the average of the top ten states.
Bachelor’s degree-earners experience a higher increase in earnings than the U.S. average
but less than the average of the top ten states.

Long-term Massachusetts residents earn more on average than those who recently moved in
from out-of-state — at the high school, associate, and bachelor’s levels.

Massachusetts’ investment in postsecondary education relative to its population 18 to 44 with
a high school diploma or some college but no degree (the majority of residents ready to enter
postsecondary education or complete degrees) is below the U.S. average.

Relative to the same population, Massachusetts’ postsecondary education system awards
more bachelor’s degrees than the U.S. average and the average of the top ten states but
fewer certificates, diplomas, and associate degrees than the U.S. average and the average of
the top ten states.

Massachusetts benefits from the in-migration of college-educated residents. However, it also
experiences a large net in-migration of less-educated residents (those with less than a high school
diploma or a high school diploma but no college).

Note: This analysis does not include measures for each state’s K-12 system and their success in preparing residents for
college (e.g., high school test scores and graduation rates). It also does not include state investment and performance
in postsecondary education research. For more information on how well states do on these and many other measures,
see www.higheredinfo.org.
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